SENATOR SIPLIN SPONSORED 18 BILLS DURING THE 2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Listed below are the respective bills, including brief summaries.  Bills in bold print passed the full Legislature and await approval by Governor Scott; bills marked with an asterisk will be filed for introduction again next year.

CLAIMS BILLS

SB 64 	CLAIMS/LOCAL BILL by Siplin (Compare CS/H 0569) 
Relief/Ronald Miller/City of Hollywood:  Compensates Ronald Miller for injuries sustained as a result of the negligence of the City of Hollywood. 
Claim: $1,047,990. 
Effective Date: upon becoming a law. 
05/07/11 S Died in Rules 

SB 66 	CLAIMS/GENERAL BILL by Siplin 
Relief/Timothy Kulik and Theresa Ann Kulik/HSMV: Compensates Timothy Kulik and Theresa Ann Kulik for injuries and damages sustained as a result of the negligence of an employee of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles.
Claim with Appropriation: $1,460,500. 
Effective Date: upon becoming a law. 
05/07/11 S Died in The Special Master on Claim Bills 

SB 76 	CLAIMS/GENERAL BILL by Siplin 
Relief/Marissa Amora/DCFS: Provides a continuing appropriation to compensate Marissa Amora for injuries and damages sustained as a result of negligence by employees of the Department of Children and Family Services. Requires a specified legislative budget request.
Claim with Appropriation: $1,700,000. 
Effective Date: upon becoming a law. 
05/07/11 S Died in The Special Master on Claim Bills 

SPONSORED BILLS

SB 228 	GENERAL BILL by Siplin (Similar H 0061) 
Code of Student Conduct: Requires the district school board to include in the code of student conduct adopted by the board an explanation of the responsibilities of each student with regard to appropriate dress and respect for self and others and the role that appropriate dress and respect for self and others has on an orderly learning environment, etc.
Effective Date: 07/01/2011. 
05/04/11 S Ordered enrolled -SJ 00851 

SB 318* 	GENERAL BILL/CS by Judiciary; Siplin (Similar H 0055) 
Postsecondary Student Fees: Provides an exemption from payment of nonresident tuition at a state university or a Florida College System institution for an undocumented student who meets specified requirements. 
Effective Date: 07/01/2011. 
05/07/11 S Died in Higher Education 

SB 320 	RESOLUTION by Siplin 
Merry Christmas: Recognizes "Merry Christmas" as the State of Florida's official greeting for December 25.
05/07/11 S Died, not introduced 

SB 700* 	GENERAL BILL by Siplin (Similar H 0309) 
Education: Authorizes district school boards to adopt resolutions that allow prayers of invocation or benediction at secondary school events. Provides legislative intent.
Effective Date: 07/01/2011. 
05/07/11 S Died in Rules 

SB 710 	GENERAL BILL by Siplin (Identical H 0665) 
Conditions of Probation: Requires a defendant's probation officer to evaluate certain specified factors before alleging to the court that the defendant has violated his or her probation because the defendant failed to pay court-ordered restitution.
Effective Date: 07/01/2011. 
05/07/11 S Died in Criminal Justice 

SB 770* 	GENERAL BILL/CS by Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Siplin (Linked S 0772, Compare H 0807, H 0809) 
Unclaimed Deposits Held By Utilities: Requires that any unclaimed deposits held by a utility be deposited annually into the Energy Affordability Trust Fund within the Department of Community Affairs, or its successor agency, to supplement the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program.
Appropriation: $4,000,000. 
Effective Date: 07/01/2011. 
05/07/11 S Died on Calendar 

SB 772* 	TRUST FUND/GENERAL BILL by Siplin (Linked CS/S 0770, Identical H 0809, Compare H 0807) 
Affordability Trust Fund/DCA: Creates the Energy Affordability Trust Fund within the Department of Community Affairs.
Effective Date: July 1, 2011, if enacted by three-fifths vote of membership of Legislature. 
05/07/11 S Died in Environmental Preservation and Conservation 

SB 1174 	GENERAL BILL/CS/CS by Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Agriculture; Siplin; (CO-INTRODUCERS) Lynn (Similar CS/CS/H 0421) 
Exemptions to Water Management Requirements: Revises an exemption for agricultural-related activities to include certain impacts to surface waters and wetlands. Provides that the exemption applies to certain agricultural lands and certain activities requiring an environmental resource permit and does not apply to specified permitted activities. Provides exclusive authority to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to determine whether certain activities qualify for an agricultural-related exemption under specified conditions, etc.
Effective Date: 07/01/2011. 
05/04/11 S Laid on Table, refer to CS/CS/HB 421 -SJ 00838 

SB 1184 	GENERAL BILL by Siplin; (CO-INTRODUCERS) Fasano (Similar H 0775, Compare S 2156) 
Economic Development: Establishes the Economic Gardening Business Loan Program and the Economic Gardening Technical Assistance Program as permanent programs. Revises conditions under which loan agreements may provide borrowers with flexibility in meeting the projected number of jobs. Deletes a requirement that certain funds be deposited in the General Revenue Fund.
Effective Date: 07/01/2011. 
05/07/11 S Died in Commerce and Tourism 

SB 1312 	GENERAL BILL/CS/CS by Budget; Agriculture; Siplin; (CO-INTRODUCERS) Gaetz (Similar CS/CS/H 7219) 
School Nutrition Programs: "Healthy Schools for Healthy Lives Act." Transfers and reassigns functions and responsibilities, including records, personnel, property, and unexpended balances of appropriations and other resources for the administration of the school food and nutrition programs from the Department of Education to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
Effective Date: upon becoming a law, except as otherwise provided. 
05/04/11 S Ordered enrolled -SJ 00851 

SB 1542 	GENERAL BILL by Siplin (Identical H 0475) 
Corporate Income Tax Credits: Establishes the Florida Public School Tax Credit Program. Provides for credits against the corporate income tax for contributions to public schools for certain purposes. Authorizes public schools to determine how to use undesignated contributions.
Effective Date: 07/01/2011. 
05/07/11 S Died in Commerce and Tourism 04/12/11, 9:15 am, 401 Senate Office Building --Temporarily Postponed 

SB 1562* 	GENERAL BILL by Siplin 
Employment Practices: Prohibits the use of a job applicant's personal credit history as a hiring criterion.
Effective Date: 07/01/2011. 
05/07/11 S Died in Commerce and Tourism 

SB 1572* 	GENERAL BILL/CS by Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities; Siplin; (CO-INTRODUCERS) Smith 
Termination of Gas or Electric Service: Prohibits any utility from terminating a senior citizen's or low-income family's gas or electric service for nonpayment on any day, or on the following 2 calendar days, during which the National Weather Service forecasts extreme temperatures in the area of the utility in which the senior citizen or low-income family resides, etc.
Effective Date: upon becoming a law. 
05/07/11 S Died in Children, Families, and Elder Affairs 

SB 1598 	MEMORIAL/CS by Governmental Oversight and Accountability; Siplin (Similar H 1287) 
Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act: Urges the Congress of the United States to support repeal of Section 511 of the Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act, which requires governments that annually spend more than $100 million to withhold a 3 percent federal tax on payments made for certain goods and services.
05/07/11 S Died on Calendar 

SB 1604* 	GENERAL BILL by Siplin 
Identification Cards: Provides that a Department of Corrections original certificate of identification or valid identification card is satisfactory proof of identity in order to be issued an identification card by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles.
Effective Date: 07/01/2011. 
05/07/11 S Died in Criminal Justice 

SENATOR SIPLIN WAS SUCCESSFUL IN GETTING FOLLOWING ITEMS INCLUDED IN THE LEGISLATURE’S BUDGET BILL.  THESE ITEMS NOW AWAIT THE APPROVAL OF GOVERNOR SCOTT.

Line Item 434: 	From the funds in Specific Appropriation 434, $500,000 in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund is provided to the Health Care Center for the Homeless, Inc., to serve homeless and uninsured residents in Orange, Osceola, and Seminole counties.

From the funds in Specific Appropriation 434, $500,000 in recurring funds from the General Revenue Fund is provided to the Apopka Family Health Center to address health issues of Lake Apopka Muck Farmworkers resulting from pesticide exposure.

Line Item 1519A:	Funds in Specific Appropriation 1519A shall be allocated as follows:
Pine Hills Neighborhood Redevelopment Project - Orange County............................................................. $3,400,000
Renaissance of the Parramore Neighborhood in Downtown Orlando............................................................ $900,000
Marydia Neighborhood Community Center - Osceola County........................................................................ $350,000

Line Item 2006:	From the funds provided in Specific Appropriation 2006 from the Employment Security Administration Trust Fund, and allocated by Workforce Florida, Inc, or the Agency for Workforce Innovation to the regional workforce boards covering Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau, Putnam and St. Johns counties (First Coast Workforce Development, Inc.), Orange, Osceola, Seminole, Lake, and Sumter counties (Workforce Central Florida), and Broward County (Workforce One), $1,000,000 shall be used by each of the three regional workforce boards to provide competitively-procured contracts for the purpose of providing year-round youth services to eligible low-income youth from disadvantaged neighborhoods. Special consideration shall be given to youth providers with established track records of providing services to low-income youth from disadvantaged neighborhoods.

Line Item 2949:	A portion of the funds in Specific Appropriation 2949 shall be allocated as follows:
		Town of Eatonville Historic Preservation......................................................................................................... $100,000

Line Item 2973B:	From the funds in Specific Appropriation 2973B, $50,000 shall be used for the Jones High School Historical Society, Inc., Museum in Orlando.

Line Item 1918H:	Rail Development/Grants (i.e. Sunrail)………………………………………………………………………………………………... $144,646,083
